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Art account of a Book, entituled Relatione de Ri- 
trovamento dell’ Vovadi Chiocciole^c. 

T He Authour is anonymous, but dedicates his trea- 
tife to Signor Malpighi, he firft takes notice ot the 
opinion of the Scholes which taught two forts of 
Generation, either by the feed of the Animal or Spon¬ 
taneous out of Corruption, and fayesthe Modernes reduce 
thofe two to one> and having obfcrved the uniformity 
of nature in molt of her works, have gone yet farthe r, 
and venturd to prove that the general univerfal prod u- 
Ctive principle of all Species is, Ex ovo, and this he endea¬ 
vours to puri’ue in the workes of the Ancients as well as 
modern, and out of Scripture as well as Philofophy; but 
one paffage is remarkable out of Hippocrates in his book 
de Natura pveri, where relating the cafe of a young Wo¬ 
man, who in dancing Mifcarried of a Foetus of fix days 
old. Hippocrates fayes it was like a raw Egg the {hell 
being firlt taken of j and therefore in the end concludes 
that the nature of the Oviparous differs not from that 
of Man. 

But ftill there feemcd to be much difficulty in the pro¬ 
duction of In lefts till Signor ftcdi as he fays, did by many 
uncontcflab'ie Experiments prove him to be generated 
out of Eggs, and by that convicted of Errour the natural 
Hiftoryesof uiriftotle and Elian , Ihowingthe neceffity of 
a new more accurate one which he ownes is with much 
glory purfued by the Royal Society of London as well as 
that of Ram-and Florence, and particularly makes very 
honourable mention of Mr. Lifter for hisHiftory of Spi¬ 
ders and Snail:; aud of* Mr. Hay, forhis being the firft 
Difcovercrot their being all Hermaphrodites, or Andro- 
gine,as he terms it. 

After 
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After this he fayes, the thing fecmcd out of difpurc, 
when out came a book called the, Rjcr cation of the Eye and 
mind in obfervations uponiSnai/s, by Father Philippa Bonani 
ajefiite\ it being a pretty large Volume containing the 
natural hiItory of all the Snail kind, where he not only 
doubts of their production by Eggs, but alfo endeavours 
to overthrow mod of Signor jfbrdis experiments that 
tended to cftablifh the Priucipleof an univocous genera¬ 
tion to which he prefers the old principle of corruption 
for the InfeCts. 

While he was reading this Book, he fayes it was his for¬ 
tune in taking up fome Flowers to oblerve by a border, 
a clutter of little Eggs which had nothing in them but the 
white like the white of an Egg, but upon a more dili¬ 
gent fearch he found another clutter as bigg as would 
fill the palmeof his hand out of which came young Snails 
fome having but juft broke the Ihell, others being half 
out, and others quite out with the tcjla of the Egg fa¬ 
ttened to the tayle of the Animal. He fayes the Eggs 
were no bigger then Pepper comes, and thofe raoft 
white, but thofe which were ready to break, tending to¬ 
wards yellow ,- they were fattened in a lump by a kind of 
glutinious water, and this was about the io th of July t he 
illuftrates the thing by a very good cut. 

This difeovery being very plain and remarkable, he 
called in to fee it many Learned perfons, and fome 
of good quality, whome he names that the truth of his 
afleveration may be out of difpute. 

This done, he examines th tfe/uites reafon againft this 
univocous generation which are in all foure. 

i. Ariftotles authority. 2. A principle of his, that te- 
ftaceous Animals have not the difference of Sexes. 3 A 
maxime of the fame Philofopher that no Exanguous Ani¬ 
mal is oviparous. 4. A collection of fome obfervations 
to confirm Arifiotles reafons. The three firft are anfwer- 
ed by experiments which confute him; and obferves 
that Arijlotle himlelf who had more carefully obferved 
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th zmtirex and buccina ownes that in the fpring they ufe 
to get togeather and produce a fubftance like a hony 
comb full ot" little bodyes as big as white Vetches which 
may be thought to be their Eggs. As to the \th. oi the 
I'athc rsobfi rvations, lie laycs he will lay nothing, but 
confine himlelt to his owne which he thinks he has fuf- 
ficiently dcmonftrated. 


ERRATA. 

Numb ifi. p. 318 .//>/. ult . read) as from its Center difFufcd round a- 
bout, it might accor<iing«to our former calculation in a minutes time 
have reached the extremity of its Sphere or compafs. 


OXFORD, 

Printed at the T HE AT ER, and are to be fold by Mofes Pit at 
the Angel , and Richard Chifwell at the Rofe and Crowne in 
St, Pauls Church-yard. Hetl. Rogers, at the Sign of the 
Bible in Wejtminjler Hall ,and Sam . Smith at 
the Princes Arms in St, Pauls 
Church-yard. 1685. 


